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Obsidian Biking:

How | Got Start
And Why You Should Too!

By Sharon Ritchie

age

Sharon, ready to go.Photo by Stewart Hoeg

Edi t or &lsaromhag participated in more than 300 outings, has led over 100
Obsidian trips and was Obsidian Board President in 1992. For additional features
on biking see Pages 4 & 5.

FTER 18 YEARS of weekly hikes/cross country skiing with the Obsidians |

was turning 67 and thinking about

friend Sylvia Harvey had just started road biking because this was a favorite
past time of her partner Mike BeBout. She would tell me of 25, 35, andl&0
rides. I was in awe. I thought, i G
out my very old mountain bike, hosed off the cobwebs, climbed on and rode on the
Willamette River Bike Path, then the McKenzie View route and finally the Fox Hol-
l ow hill s. Gayl e (Berge) Newsom sai d,
a group called Spoke Folks who had been riding together for well over 20 years.
Many of these people are Obsidians. |
things | did wrong, and how often they had to wait for me, but what | will tell you is
how | fell in love with road biking.
hiking on the trails much anymore. Several years ago | started leading rides for the
Obsidians. | like to start out early in the year with the easier, flatter rides, hoping that
| can get some of you to hose off your bikes and join me.

Please think about joining me on the Orchard Point ride on Saturday, April 12. 1
can promise you a ride on the bike path to the West Eugene Wetlands, back countr
roads complete with buffalo, horses, lambs and lunch at Fern Ridge Lake.

Got Your Attention Yet?
THERE ARE 25 BIKE TRIPS S0 far on the just released 2008 Summer

Donot miss thisl opporfl{fl&peq8 ek thk Schedule insert in this Bulletin or dowrload

one from our website. Then just sign up and get going.




Presi dent s Message:

) OBSIDIANS , INC
Where Are We GOlng’? P.O. Box 322, Eugene, OR 97440

' ) Website: www.obsidians.org
By Brian Hamilton Board of Directors

HE OBSIDIANS ARE NOT accept- asked what age demographic we should be VF')reSéden'tdBri?g-Haén”ton

. . i IcCe Fresident Jim buncan
ing new m_e_mbers. V_Vg_ will no aiming for, almost hal_f _felt that we should Secretary Laurie/FUNKICHE
longer publicize our activities nor focus more on recruiting younger mem- Treasurer Stewart Hoeg

will we set up a booth at the Eugene Cele-bers, but almost as many thought that no Wayne Deeter  Marshall Kandell
bration. Our goal is to reduce the club to a change in recruiting method was needed ~ Anne Dhu M o
manageable level of 250 members. At an Marshall also asked what we thought

e . Board meetings are held at 6 p.m. on the
expected attrition rate of 50 per year, we was the most important part of the club it Wednesgay of et monﬂh, except

should reach our goal in six yearsSur-  from a list of 21 topics under the headings August, at the Obsidian lodge.
prised? Do you like that scenario? If not, of Trips, Environment/Technology, Social, . .
how about this one: The Obsidians are  Clup Business, and Supporting Infrastruc- _ Committee Chairpersons

actively seeking new members, hoping toure. Each of us selected Trips as the mostyivaYSBY-BUS. ..coovwrrsciics Liz RECHES

S ClimBs.... o — Larry Huff

reach the goal of 1,500 by 2010. In addi- important. Summer Camp and Potlucks Concessions................... Kathleen Floyd
tion to getting the word out in local media, came in second and third. It is evident that Conservation.................. Juli McGlinsky
we will expan r licity eff nation- : . ; .+ Entertainment............ Laurie Funkhouser
”e vill expand ou pl;b ct);]e Iorts atio our desire to participate in outdoor activi- SEserdes TrPS ceveeeeeeeeeeees Jim Duncan
ally in Ordef to draw from t e largest pos- ties, from hikes and climbs to SNow trips Finance...............ocoooromen Stewart Hoeg
sible audience.What doyou think of that  and bus trips, is the driving force behind all Lodge Building............... Brian Hamilton
one? My guess is that most club membersgther facets of the club. The club business Il:%dge_ G;ﬁgr}ds_ .......... e J oh|\r}I Jlacobseln
N . : ibrarian/Historian...... enore McManigal

woul dn 0_ towant t. O P Ud&nd Useppoftingt ifladtruceire dafe- just Membership.........ccoccooeiu. Julie Dorland
Although neither of these options was means to make contacts, figure out the Online..............cc.cccccuevneae Wayne Deeter
tossed out for discussion at the Mardh 5 logistics and organize our activities. EEB“g%‘OﬂS --------------- e
planning meeting facilitated by Marshall = Finally, we assessed our current activi- Safety................ -......Doug Nelson
Kandell, the 15 members who attended tjes and voted on what should receive more Science & Education........... Joella Ewing
were asked what we thought would be the Summer Camp.......... ...John Jacobsen
i opfimum Size 0%1 the club from or less focus. Mpst of us felt that we spend Summer Trips...... " Barb Revere
um op ust about the right amount of time and Trajl Maintenance.... ....Peter Green
choices of 500, 60 Guergyo Bur curfeht acfiviled.! Théevd Widté} TIPS, ..cneceeaei Jim Pierce

We dld not arI’IVE at a C|eaI' consensus, butexceptlons Where more focus was Wanted Youth..........o i S S Scott Hovis

almost half of us Ccye@ phimarlyleRdnef tripse thiserna0 r L he .
maximum club size. It seems that most Oftion, expansion of our web site functions 908 SIDIA N Bulletin
us agreed that the yfh ¢RI Mclud®dniide By Rgiska: Z © oo

should not be arbitrarily set at a Specific i) and more participation in chairing published monthly, except August. Articles,

number. Historically, the S,'Ze of the club committees. story ideas, letters to the editor and other
has been related to the size of our local editorial submissions may be emailed to:

community. In fact, it appears that the At the beginning of the planning ses- bulletin@obsidians.org
proportion of the local citizenry who are Sion, Marshall stressed th_at the Obsidians Although emailliSIERE S
Obsidians is very similar to the proportion S Very successful organization but that submissions may also e sent to:
of Salem residents who belong to the Che-i t 6 good to take stogkd ?dﬁ BuWelE?ne re we
meketans and to Portlanders who belongtdd e en  and where weor &glg& sy £ Eugene, oR Brhos d
the Mazamas. cussion of how large the club should be
How about the average age of the Ob- has taken place several times in the Ob-

. . ~ . 'ne .
sidians? Are we getting too old? WhenS i di ansd past history, the dj d anyth
change on those occasions? As one for May 2008 Bulletin

) committee chair who c§q}ufd%1yn'\_@¥3’2r9|0a8ke it

I the meeting wrote, AMAssemilyipilingTeamhe ¢l ub

B Welcome! doing fine and donot sFerdarckhBgligtin r eason |

change. 0 So wher eAssmnaplggsMalltMﬁn?g%r....pr cVfe U s
Cal a Woolley

Well a shorterm committee was anager........ccccoeunnn. Ver
’ Assembly Teamé Marc Hansen, Yuan

0\
i

For reprint rights, contact above.

New Members

CLAaycoms , C. KEITH (Associate) formed at the end of the planning session Hopkins, Vi Johnson, Lenore & John
3326 SW 13th Avenue for the specific purpose of delving fur- McManigal
Portland, OR 97239 ther into these and other issues such as Editorial Team

5032286978 claycomb@easystreetine defining the roles of the Publicity and witing & Editorial Staff......Jean Coberly,
Youth Committees. Perhaps we are Janet & John Jacobsen, Barb Revere,

Reinstated Members overdue for some organizational house- Beth Roy
Lisi, Roy (Active) keeping. Your input is important, so let Copy Editors.... Jean Coberly & Beth Roy
P.O. Box 1061, Eugene 97440 us know what you think Conte{ct me Graphics, Design & Desktop Publishing

R isi LT . St tH & John Jacob
5217263 roylisi@yahoo.com Marshall, or send a note to the editor. A e
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Janetos Jottings:

Writers, Painters, Campers...

OBITUARY

Norma Jones

EW STURDY CONTROL ([NPus 5 1926 2008
FENCES have been inERQaRNE S £ A CELEBRATION OF LIFE was held

stalled near the top at the Mt. Pisgah Arboretum op
Spencer Butteto encourage hikery March 29th for Norma Jones. Norma
to stay on the trail and to preve was an Obsidian member from 1989
erosion on wellvorn short cuts. 2001. She did 10 hikes including
The Southeast Neighbors obtain going to Clear Lake three times. She
a neighborhood matching grant also helped with the monthly po
install the contol fences. Tom Hal lucks and the Fathe
ferty, the project manger, did breakfast.
great job getting the project orga Norma will be greatly missed by
i zed. Tom sai everyone who knew her. We will
sidians were vel® ‘ : miss her encouraging words, her hgn-
3 esty and love; she made everyohe
feel special. She enjoyed, to the full-
est, life's simple pleasures of sunrisgs,
flowers, good food and good friends.
Norma was a longjme volunteer
at Mt. Pisgah and she also donated
lots of hours for Womenspace over
the years. Her circle of friends ir
cluded foreign students at the U of |O
\ ' who either lived with her or who gdt
ing chainsaw. Just for fun, se

me your sixword trip report at Alexa with hrgrndfather Chuck Stalsberg, who is to know her _through them.
bulletin@obsidians.org | will hol ding one of Cliff and HNarme lisdsurvivesltby thernspp s k i

compile them for publication in the o Kerr:itﬁ rlle\:vdgug\;/?c:ertﬁan iliﬁirgonzimd
Bulletin. Note: A sixword memoir of Party of three Obsidians who were the| SOmin-ia avid, the s g dia
a trip is not a substitute for an official first to climb all Three Sisters in one | Monds of her lifei granddaughters
trip report! day. Cliff and Hazel married in June Andrea andd B%’””’h ‘,"‘”‘lj her sister
' 1931 and attended summer camp i Fatricia and brothen-law Ron

Wayne Deeter recently scouted

i August. It was referred to as the Hon- Miller. '
the Brice Creek and Upper Trestle oymaon Camp for the Stalsbergs. Hel The family suggests that yol

Crt_eek tr_ails for fal!en trees and other \ o< president of the Obsidians in 1934 Send remembrances to Womenspgce.
trail maintenance issues. He reported;nq 1942, There was plenty to send td PO Box 50125, Eugene 97405, or [to
his findings to the Forest Service staff pjoxa.  Lenore McManigal, club histo- the Norma Jones fund at Selco Crefit
for clearing . Wayne has been volun- s “sent copies of their trip logs. Alexa | Union for a tree planting memorial 4t

teering for the Cottage Grove Rangerjng ner grandfather, Chuck Stalsberg Mt. Pisgah.
District on these and other trails for the 4.qve down from Portland to take pic-

last seven years. tures of the lodge and share their photodieves that Cy met his future wife,
The Mozart Players dedicated their and memories. Chuck showed off the Mary, at the 1930 summer camp.
concert March 15 and f6at Soreng matching wool outfits that Hazel and While Mary hiked, Cy would paint.
Theater to Obsidian membefheo-  Cliff wore for Obsidian ski outings. | When Cy died in 1949 the Obsidians
dosa @fDody 0 She wgs pmavasnable to find a photo of Cliff and helped his wife organize an exhibition
avid supporter of the Players since its Hazel wearing those itchy outfits. Alexa of 100 his paintings at the Veterans
founding in 1983. Her obituary is in promised that she would send her storyMemorial Building. Larry would like to
the FebruanBulletin. for us to publish in a futurBulletin. find Cybds painting

For a school project Alexa Stals-  Larry Brinks of Eugene called me ing on Collier Glacier.
berg of Portland got in touch with the to ask about the locations of the earliest The Cascadia Wildlands hosts an art
Obsidians for information about her summer camps. He hopes to write anexhibition titled Wildlands Wildlife,
greatgrand parentsCliff and Hazel  article abouCy Fulton, a weltkknown  Wild Beauty opening at DIVA April -1

A newly published bogkNot
Quite What | Was Planning: Six
Word Memoirs by Writers Famo
and Obscuredy Larry Smith and
Rachel Fershleiser might have
few insights onhow to write a
short trip report . Here is one for
Amazon Headwaters hike: Roarir]
water, bursting trilliums, disquiet

Stalsberg early and long time Obsid- | oc al painter in 3bhhe ADIBIOD s examidbi 40 O
ian members. Hazel climbed the ThreeOur c¢cl ub has one @dtvisig yar svilderieds expedence intdb n
Sisters the summer of 1930 and became#@ f t he ol d Lewis cabin. ltds near t|
the 4" Princess. Cliff was one of the fireplace in the entryway. Larry be- (Continued on page0)
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Biking Essentials! Or Not...

By Sharon Ritchie & Stewart Hoeg

1. Helmets - Helmets are somewhat proper position and give you the addi-
uncomfortable, goofy looking and tional benefit of using the upstroke as
cause fdhel met hair o, "y tweleas the down stroke in providing

are the single most essential item propulsion. However, a quick stop by
(except a bike!) for safe and successful an inexperienced rider can lead to a
biking. Broken bones and cuts heal painful fall. Clipped in shoes have to
fairly well, but b head d&&undipped before you can put your
Enough said. Also, helmets wear out. feet down! Practicing somewhere soft
If you land on yours it should be re- and experience are the only solutions.

placed and even if sh o IV\E’;\ter bottles or hydration packs

be replaced every five years.

are critical for keeping hydrated. You
2. Padded spandex shorts Nothey You can buy tires that are highly resis- 4 o h 6t want ¢t o go on
arendt required, bantto flat yQne thingyou cap ARt pidhig te drink.
will love you for taking the chance of On--when you do get a flat (and you
Iooklng ridiculous in them and will Will) it almost certalnly will be on your 8. Velcro is great stuff. You can use
puni sh you sever elfdy Wheplfwhlcp is MUCH Baﬁ:i@r o it to attach things to your bike and to
There is good news for those whowantc hange. That os y &dep thinyoftorh getting caeghtsnobike f
pockets or dondt wdnginagreugir fell ow Gh&ins. I'f you are
ers to get jealous of their awesome 4 Rearview mirrors - There are N9 long pants or have shoes with
physiques. You can buy padded blkemany different options for mirrors: laces, use some Velcro to keep the
underwear that can be worn with regu- oo’ for glasses, for helmets and forgﬁgtlselesgzn?in:u'ltaocfesosIrO:t?a;[r?syOur feet
lar shorts or slacks. Or you can buy handlebars. We know people that g y .

padded mountain bike shorts that look g\ by each of these options. Every-
like regular shorts but have the padded;,. \who rides on the road should have

underwear inside. some kind of mirror. Being able to see

3. Changing tires - Everyone should cars coming up behind you can be a

carry at least one spare tube and a bikdifesaver. Turning to look behind you
is not a good option.

When you turn, there is
a tendency to turn your
bike, lose some control
of your bike, and you no
longer know what is
going on in front of you.
Most importantly, with
a mirror you can con-
stantly monitor activity
behind you with mini- 9. Foul weather geai Definitely
mal effort. own a jacket that is wateesistant.

5 B Bad weather leads to bad roads. Most
. Bells - No you

o dondt need a belIofusdealwnhltL)fwahtlgforbetter

pump. However, this is an area whereh What d weather 8 rigd! rﬂ) t U S you %e a
riding with a group can come in very orn. atyou need is common cour- real fair weather rider, the occasional

; tesy. Alert people that you are ap-
handy. Knowledge about changing aproachlng and tell them what you are unplanned shower will catch you. If

not it

tire may not be necessaryJust work | : qvou become a haﬂ:brq rlde{ {here are .
VERY SLOWLY and several people in plann II n ? ’t fipa (Sj S '~ N Yots § c?d to ¥‘our bike' © !
the group, out of desperation, will jump your € 0 an NS Ly Wa%Pg{) or the elenlleﬂts For'suP

in to help you. Be sure to sincerely and so forth. money, the best thing you can do is be

thank them, as you may need to use6. Special shoes and clips You very careful and drive your car to a
this trick some other time. Also, dondét need eit her loocal coffeb shepewherébyou cant dise y
chances are good that at least someondave benefits and pitfalls. Clip in cuss upcoming rides in good weather
will have a spare tube and a pump.shoes keep your feet on the pedals inwith your fellow bikers!
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Other Reasons for Biking

By Stewart Hoeg

the Spoke Folks. The reasons we

I ALSO RIDE with the Obsidians and
love to ride are many and varied

Foodis a favorite reason for riding.
Riding for 30, 40 or 50 miles builds an
appetiteéand bur nf
you donét have to
ing a big lunch! Some particular food
favorites include bacon, French fries,
Thai wraps, and bread pudding (thg
guilty parties shall remain nameless)
Anyway, almost all of the bike rides
have as their cen
warmer weather this means one of thg
many parks in the area where we rela
and eat our sandwiches, overlooking
rivers and reservoirs, while we catch uf
on all the latest gossip. During coole
weather, we select a restaurant as o
lunch destination. Some of our favor- - o .
ites include Our Daily Bread in Veneta, Biker chowdown atSunrise Cafe in Pleasant Hill. Photo by Stewart Hoeg.
Sunrise Café in Pleasant Hill, Stage
Stop Café in Cedar Flats, and the Cot-

tage Inn in Cottage Grove. impactas long as you stay upright! On did you know that the south side of

We bike forthe companionship, a bike you see a lot of beautiful back Deerhorn Road has several small wa-
the exercise and the sceneryBoth  roads that you rarely visit in cars (nor terfalls? Also, within easy riding dis-
the Obsidians and the Spoke Folk aredo others. which makes biking them tance are many wineries including Cha-
focused on the pleasures of the ride andnuch more pleasant!) Also, moving at teau Lorane, Sweet Cheeks, Hinman,
not its speed. We get there when weunder 20 miles an hadirsometimes Lavelle, Pfeiffer and King Estate.
get there. We do get plenty of exercise,well unded you see things that you ALSO LOVE OUR GEAR! Once

though. One of the great things aboutr eal 'y dond6t get a Cget ke, Mo ridér® 8& 8C i

A = 9 : L you
biking is the exercise is low, if not no or even notice in a car. For example’sessed with their bikes. It seems like

every month someone has a new bike.
Some of you are thi
and their toys. o Tr
just as into their bikes as any of the guys

Some of us are also into the
clothes. What sport, other than golf,
allows you to dress more colorfully
than Country Fair attende®snd
unlike gol® with good reason? The
drivers we share the road with more
easily see garish colors.

A final reason for biking is itbow
carbon footprint. You can visit points
as diverse and distant as Alvadore,
Brownsville, Coburg, Corvallis, Cot-
tage Grove, Creswell, Crow, Loraine,
Pleasant Hill and Veneta without using
your car!

A = e e e AR
stop along Camp Creek ride in June of 20062hoto by
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BOARD NOTES

April 2, 2008 MOTION for a committee consisting of committee is attempting to update the
By Laurie Funkhouser, Secretary Sharon Ritchie, John Jacobsen, Stewartadge names. Please send names of indi-
President Brian Hamilton called the Hoeg, Laurie Funkhouser, Barb Revere,viduals who need a badge!
meeting to order. The fOIIOWing mem- DOUg Nelson and Wayne Deeter. Science and Educatio(ﬂoe”a EW|ng)

bers of the Board were present: Jim Dun- COMMITTEE REPORTS Eight persons attended the March SciEd

can, Stewart Hoeg, Laurie Funkhouser’Summer Trips(Barb Revere): Currently O the BLM Western Oregon Plan Revi-
Summer 1rip : .
Marshall Kandell, Anne McLucas, Jim Y sion and $8 was collected. The next pro-

Pierce and Barb Revere. Other membersl53 trips (with 74 leaders) have been - ADIi is " i i
present were Kathleen Floyd, Julie Dor- Scheduled. Two trip reports have bee”(‘ranaa{gyaﬁ%lcnl it; Oljvngrx g?&negére%;éer
land, Doug Nelson, Janet Jacobsen, JohAeceived with 12 members and 1 non- i i '

) g ) ) of IBX, Inc., a trekking guide service.

Jacobsen, Joella Ewing, Stephen Brandermember for total fees of $17.00. The Do
Lenore McManigal, Scott Hovis, and Leaders Meeting will focus on trip safety Membership(Julie Dorland):  Current

Barb Bruns. with a panel presentation. membership is 549. A new member

Treasur er GewarRHdoeg ret Winter Trips (Jim Pierce): Fortywo applicant was APPROYED by the Board.
quested and received Board approval fortrips have been completed this seagon WO members were reinstated.

payment of the bills. 14 hikes and 25 -xkountry ski or snow ConcessiongKathleen Floyd): A total
shoe trips with a total of 314 participants of $30.00 was received as revenue for the
(257 members and 57 nonembers) and month. No expenses.

NEW BUSINESS ;
Payment of property and liability Insur- 22?15022356‘?%C)E‘O}eslils\e/zﬂléréps have been40n|ine(Wa}’n_e Deeter): A milestone of
ance: Barbara Bruns reviewed the re- ' 100,000 visitors to the website was

newal policy quotes for 5/1/08 which Climbs(Larry Huff): The Annual spring  reached on March 16th; the count began
overall is a decrease: Total of $1,586.00¢!IMP school is ready to go on April 10th in June 2000.

(from $1,850.00). Motion to pay the 2t 6:30 p.m. with secured dates, Iocatlon’Library/Historian (Lenore McManigal):

insurance was APPROVED bv the volunteers, and, most importantly, stu- o
B y dents. The climb schedule is up. The All on-line reports have been recorded.

, , ) committee is still working out details to Lodge Building(Brian Hamilton): Brian
Membership Survey: Ed Lichtenstein, post Map and Compass, Crevasse rescués looking into the cost of relocating the
via John Jacobsen, need for survey of thegass and participate in a first aid re- existing motion detector or installing an
membership and adding language to thegagper. additional detector closer to the corner.

By Laws for conducting regular surveys. The Spring Lodge Cleanup will take

Stewart Hoea presented a MOTION to Trail Maintenance(Peter Green): The - )
conduct the rgnepmbership survey and thatSPencer Butte trail maintenance project Place in mid to lateMay.

an Ad Hoc Committee be assembled tocontinues to attract volunteers and thelLodge GroundgJohn Jacobsen):  The
propose the contents of the survey. TheParks and Open Spaces expresses thetommittee met on March 27th to spruce
motion PASSED. iThankso to the CIl uup tfieogrourad$ Ibefdreh the wwatluck .

By-WaysBy-Bus (Liz Reanier): Lenore Thanks to Pat Adams, Brenda

McManigal reported that the first bus trip :\</|a me ODe n UPI deek ga r kj’ I Ki
: ancuso, Dave Predeek , Doug Nelson

has received a request to provide a letteO0K Place on March 27th with Mary and Joan Pegsy U

of support for a grant application for the E! | €n West |l eadingd ewly Discov-

acquisition of Ridgeline Trail Property €7 €d Cot t age Gr ove.gafety(Doug Nelson):  The First Aid

at the east fork of the Amazon headwa- Summer CamigJohn Jacobsen):  Plans Program has been scheduled for May

ters. MOTION was APPROVED by the continue to move forward for Camp 14th from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Board to provide a letter of support for Hamilton. Registration has started with

the grant application. 43 signed up for the first week and 39 for  \p Lo COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nominating Committee:The following ~the second week. Long-Range Planning(Marshall Kan-
attendees volunteered to be on the com-Conservatior(Juli McGlinsky): Stephen dell): One of the ideas which was dis-
mittee: Barb Revere, Jim Pierce, Laurie Brander did attend the last Conservationcyssed at the meeting of the Committee
Funkhouser, Kathleen Floyd, Janet meeting and shared one topic of discus-was an Orientation for new members.
Jacobsen and Sharon Ritchie (who hassion which was addressing conservationafter discussing a variety of ways to in-

Letter to support request for acquisition
of Ridgeline Trail Property: The Club

expressed an interest). The Committeein transporting to/from Club activities. form new members of the committees
needs to be formed by April and presentgpiertainment (Laurie  Funkhouser): available in the Club, it was decided that
nominees at the July Board meeting. Camp Hamilton presentation by John the committee should continue with

Restriction Considerationtohn Jacobsen Jacobsen had a gathering of 78 individu-Kathleen Floyd as a new committee
chair of the Summer Camp Committee als with $72.00 collected. The next pro- member to present the Board with pro-
sought to have a Restriction Committeegr am i s fAThe Joy olfposae 9fcinfarning membeisa(mery ang y
convened. The Board APPROVED the Ruthy Kangan on April 25th. Also, the old) of the committees within the Club.
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES

m
ry

Fawn Lake

March 1, 2008

Leader & Photo: Brian Hamilton
7 miles, 900 ft. (Moderate)

A FRESH DUMPING of 7-plus inches
of snow over the previous 12 hours
made this trip much more fun than it
might have been, but it was still icy under
about 1 inch of snow among the thicker
stands of timber. We started out from
Crescent Lake SmBark at 10:15 and our »
group included some strong skiers who .
made good time until we lost the trail f
about a half mile east of Fawn Lake. |
Deep snow covered the blazes on the P
trees and there was no sign of any tracks
left by other skiers. At that point, we
used a compass to get a heading genetODOT website was long gone by the gether on the shore (?) of Lils Lake.
ally a few degrees north of due west. time we passed its location, so we wereViews were limited by fog/clouds, but we
Unfortunately, we veered too far south skiing shortly after 10 a.m. With thesunt hou g h't we coul d s e
and climbed some steep slopes, endingout, some chose to apply sunscreen. Theslightly taller but unnamed peak to the SE

up high above the south end of the lake.gate on Abernethy road was completely of Mt. Yoran). As it was getting late and

We worked our way toward the north end buried, and the snow stake showed eighta snow flurry blew in, we made our stay

of the lake to have lunch at 12:30. We feet® an excellent snow year, with the at Lils short. Back at Hidden Lake we
enjoyed sunny, but frigid, weather all promise of many more fine days of met John Mowat and Sue Sullivan who
morning, then snow began falling for our spring skiing to come. Only a few inches had followed (more or less) our tracks

trip back down after a halfour break. of new snow covered the trail, so trail that far. The downhill tested the skills of
The return trip was challenging as we breaking was not too much of a chore.all, and we returned via Bechtel way as
tried to avoid the steeper sections of ourWe discovered that roufinding on the the tree wells along the PCT to Pengra
ascent. Once we reconnected with ourPCT south of Pengra Pass was surpriswer e fiscaryo (and pr
tracks from the morning, we had a quick ingly difficult. It looks much different All in all it was a fine way to spend the
glide down and we were back at the Sno with this much snow! And not everyone first day of spring out of the wet of the
Park, loaded up, and ready to go by 3:00.is pleased with the large tree wells alongvalley. The group included leader Wayne
Along for the adventurous outing were the trail. We passed Midnight Lake with- Deeter and members Chrissy Anderson,
Obsidians Glen Svendsen, Chrissy out stopping after deciding to have a oneDick Hildreth, Dave Jensen, John Pegg
Anderson, Laurie Funkhouser, and Sueo 6 cl oc ki s h l unch aahd Charlier VarmDeume d Lake.
Wolling, guests Scott Svendsen, DaveFr om her e (Midnight Lake) we ficheatedo
Jensen, and John Hartman, and leadeand used a GPS to follow the téaibr at

Scott & Glen venturing out on Fawn Lakelakeview Mt. in the background.

Brian Hamilton. least not wander too terribly far from it. I
Sometimes we knew we were on the trail, I
Lils Lake other times things IHlke oo fam
March 20, 2008 iar. Occasional snow showers punctuated
Leader: Wayne Deeter the day. After lunch we proceeded on
12 miles, 1,400 ft. (Difficult) towards Hidden Lake. Dick had an un- Sweet Creek

ON A WET FIRST DAY OF SPRING | met  fortunate encounter with a tree and ac-
March 2, 2008
Chrissy Anderson in Cottage Grove. We quired a few unwanted scratches to his
drove to Eugene where we met the rest offace.  After John effected repairs Leader & Photo Jim Plerce
g 3 miles, 200 ft. (Easy)

the group: John Pegg, Dick Hildreth, (thanks!), they rejoined the group at Hid-
Dave Jensen and Charlie Van Deusenden. All were for pushing on to Lils, so T HE WEATHER GODS WERE WITH US

The wreck that was reported on thewe did. By 2 p.m. we were grouped to- on Sunday as we basked in their
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hike lowered the
group to only 21
hikers. We cara-
vanned to the North
Bend Sand Spit and
started hiking about
noon. The leader
had a Goehssistant
handling weather,
so there was no
rain; in fact the sun
came out enough to
create a few sun-
burns. The trail

road was shared
with  parades of
pickups and ATVs

Sweet Creek

on their way to see
the Olson The first

had quite a workout in the soft sand and
dodging the waves at the high tide. The
entire group gathered at the north end of
the beach walk and headed inland. Enjoy-
ing the outing were nonmembers Lois
Anderson, Diane Kurz, Mike Rhodes,
Ashley Ross, and David White, along
with members Barbara Beard, Paul
Beard, Dave Becker, Daniele Delaby,
Walt Dolliver, Margot Fetz, Richard
Heinzkill, Dick Hildreth, Pat Hutchins,
Marshall Kandell, Nola Nelson, Charlene
Pierce, Barb Revere, Kaushik Vaidyana-
than, Elle Weaver, and Leader Jim
Pierce.

Alton Baker Bike Tralil
March 16, 2008

beauty. Thirteen hardy hikers met at threemile was across the spit to the ocean,| eader: Ruth Romoser
meeting points on our way toward Ma- where we observed many birds nesting in5 miles, 100 ft. (Easy)

pleton. The water in Sweet Creek wasthe ponds scattered throughout the low
medium, perfect for the multitude of wa- barrier dunes. When we reached the

terfalls. We found five kinds of ferns and
were treated to several trillium blooms. It

was a quiet lunch as each person soaked) u t

up the mesmerizing scene of bright light
playing on cascading waterfalls. We were
back at the cars just after noon, so we
ventured along the Pacific at Heceta
Beaché and found

sand dollars and other wawashed

treasures. We even had time for pie at

Alpha-Bit on the drive home. Enjoying miles (each way) down the beach to see
the water and sun were nonmembersthe wooden shipwreck, th@lson, which

ran aground in 1944 and had been burie
in the dunes until this winter. This party

Karen Beasley, Jamie Gorbet, Lamonte
Smith, and Aysel Tutkun, along with

members Jennifer Baer, Walt Dolliver,

Steve Gunn, Yuan Hopkins, Charlene
Pierce, Bonnie Richman, Barbara Suther-
land, Kaushik Vaidyanathan and Leader
Jim Pierce.

New Carissa (finally)
March 9, 2008

Leader & Photo: Jim Pierce
4 miles, 50 ft. (Easy)

THIS WAS THE LAST TIME that we would
be able to see thé&lew Carissaship-

wreck. The State of Oregon, in its infinite

wisdom, is spending $16 million this
summer to remove the evidence of their

stupidity from nine years ago. The area is|

soon to be closed

operations to begin. Spurred by this and|:

the added attraction of the recently un-
covered wooden shipwreck, th@lson

there were thirty on the signup sheet. A
variety of emergencies and switching to
daylight savings time on the day of the
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beach, the rusting remains of tiNew

Carissaseemed an ar mod
the armés | eng
down the beach. Except for the truck
traffic, it was a marvelous beach. The
group spread out based on sduiking

ability and how many treasures were
foend. eDuring  luntWiHW@L d&lmired the

waves splashing over the huge hulk.

Then half the group hiked the extra two

THREE HIKERS, Obsidian leader Ruth

as we watched ducks and geese and the
river, said "hello" to people we knew,
and looked for the osprey nest above
Skinner Butte. We walked on one side of
the Willamette River, observed the Rose
Garden, then we crossed on the Green-
way Bike Bridge near Valley River Cen-
ter and walked back to our cars which

dvere in the park. It was a great day for an

easy walk!

New Carissa

www.obsidians.org

Romoser, member Walt Dolliver, and

Snonrpeénne §Uﬁan ':3\ =Y joyed a sim-

L;I)_ CEVAS ollgc? go ergikemi
rail. It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon



