DIAN 20

VOLUME 70

APRIL 2010 NUMBER 4

Inside This Issue

Celebrate 1
President's Message 2
Welcome 2
Summer Adventures & Chairs 3
Fresh Tracks 4
Conservation Corner 5
Wherebds the Trai
Board Notes 6
Half Dome 7
Trip Reports & Activities  8-12
Upcoming 13
At the Lodge 14
Lowest Tide 15
Nominating Committee 15
Classifieds 15
Calendar 15
Picture of the Month 16

Dates to Remember

Apr 23 Potluck- Zion Canyon
Apr 24 Trail Maintenance
Apr 29 Summer Trips Kickoff
ay 2 Mural Open House
ay 5 Board Meeting

omplete current schedules at:
www.obsidians.orgr
istertGuardi Outdoors Tuesday

Calling All Trip Leaders

Summer Trips
Kickoff Social &
Leader Training

See Page 14

Gala Open House:

Cel ebrate oThe Obsi c

Story and Photos by John Jacobsen, Chair, Lodge Grounds Commlttee

cent | yThd Obsidiae Spiritf, by noted artist ar
sidian Dallas Cole will be celebrated at a gala open house frérmpré on
Sunday, May . All Obsidians, their families, friends and the public are invited.

Dallas, who was Obsidians president in 1986, will be introduced at a formal pres-
entation that wild.l begin at 2:30 pm.
portrays hikers (Obsidians, of course!) at a waterfall, and she will be available after-
ward for questions and discussion. The
cial identification as AWorl ddés Greate

Located on the retaining wall close to our memorial wall and front entrance door,

the beautiful and distinctive new mural began with a-taifof clay and Mt. Stel-
ens ash and involved two firings of more than 70 individual pieces. More than

COMPLETION OF THE LONG ANTICIPATED CERAMIC RELIEF MURAL, re-

(Continuedon page?)

DALLAS GENEROUSLY DONATED her artistry, professional skills, thg
time and the energy needed to design and create the many ceramic
parts of the murahnd then to supervise their installation. The cost of

materials and installation were in the neighborhood of $6,000, for

which we have been encouraging donations from club members and
others. Donations have reached about 75% of the costyebtill
need more _generous donorsvho would like to help contribute thig
wonderful gift to the Obsidian art scene. To support this effort please
contact John Jacobsd&641)34380300r johnwjacobsen@comcast.net



http://www.obsidians.org/
mailto:johnwjacobsen@comcast.net

The Presidentobés [Message.:

OBSIDIANS |, INC

.. /)
Pets o Revisited : P.O. Box 322, Eugene, OR 97440
Welcome! Website: www.obsidians.org
W OW, WHAT A CONTRAST. | guess Board of Ditcc
no one had any ideas to improye Reinstated Members Jim Pierce, President
our vol unt eer or gaAnj I ONE at | efa st LaneLindstrom, Vice President
9 20INg, & dvin (&Ct?Ve) Kathy Hoeg, Secretary

one shared any with me. However, pets. /= '\ actar Way, Eugene 97405 Stewart Hoeg, Treasurer
are a different matter. | received over 41841018 stevengoins@comcast.rlet Wayne Deeter, Lyn Gilmaarrick,
dozen O6thoughtso. ;

Larry Huff, Verna Kocken, & Elle Weaver
RECIT AFRA (A%i%e)! ¢

: ; Board meeti held at 6 pm the first
Well, people were not interested in My pg Box 221, Depoe Bay, OR 97341 Wgar egeag Igfgzaacfmimﬁ ex?:?pt gcégsber

alligator, my s 0 n 0 g7e52bFfrantebhflalcentuByftiddt (€  wnll Vs the Wednesday after the Annual
my

daughterodés cat, or grandsonos hams feihg; and no meeting in August.
They were only concerned qbout DOG_b. _ _ Committee Chairpersons
Dog owners were generally interested in getting together with other dog owne AYSBY-BUS ...eveerererren, Liz Reanier
However, most of the comments were reasons why dogs must NOT be allowed @mnbs............................. -...Larry Huff
Obsidian hikes Concessions...........d Lyn Gilman-Garrick
: Conservation/SciEdPat Bitner/Joella Ewing
Some of the comments were humorous . . . at least to me. | have a list of theﬁﬁtt.e”g”:jmfnt ------------ '—aU”eJ'_:U“Shousef
But most people are just afraid of dogs and their somewhat unpredictable natuggienoed T o
So | gather that the Obsidians will continue to be in line with other outdoor clubs hybrarian/Historian...... Lenore McManigal
; i Lodge Building................... Doug Nelson
not allowing dogs (and presumab!y othgr pets) on outings. | . Lodigo Grounds, N Sorn Jacei,
Perhaps dog owners can compile a list of people who want to hike with other dmgmbership........................ Barb Revere
owners. Maybe dog owners can augment the list of limitations that they gave IS ... Wayne Deeter
f . . f Publications....................... Joanne Ledet
or their own personal dog outings. Maybe dog owners could make their own Ilﬁﬂb"dty ____________________________ Elle Wealish
of hikes that are dog friendly. But it is up to you dog people to organize your oWsafety..............cccceeverververeenen. Jim Pierce
gatherings. In any case, thanks to all who shared in the discussion. gﬂmmg; ?ﬁpﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁé?ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂggﬂ?\%
Jim Pierce, Obsidian Board President  Trail Maintenance...................J Matt Bell

Winter Trips........... ...Paul Flashenberg

TheoBSIDIA N Bulletin

oThe Obsi dian Spirito ©2010
(Continuedfrom pagel) Published monthly, except August and De-
two years in the making, the mural adds y=* ———— cember. Articles, story ideas, letters to the

. . . i editor and other editorial submissions may
another unique feature to our historic lodg be emailcais

The_ f_inishe(_j mural inc_Iudes found stone aj &= “¥\ ' bulletin@obsidians.org
obS|d|<'_:1n, _Iald out and mstall_ed an_ng_ with thee Although email is preferred,
ceramic pieces, by Scott Wylie, artistic masq" submissions may also be sent to:

Other ceramic relief murals by Cole includ- The Obsidian Bulletin
one on the Community Conference Center f{* P.O. Box 51424, EugenesCIRESaS
ing the Hult Center; one at the Eugene Rel- For reprint rights, contact above.
Nursery;'and a s_erigs of_b&slief tree trunks Deadline
created in association with Carolyn Orum for May 2010 Bulletin
the Eugene Public Utility District offices of ’ Saturday, May 1, 2010
Seavey Loop. A resident now of Lake Dallas & one ofthe many, ¥
Oswego, Cole has also created a-f@&t many ceramic pieces. Assembly/MaliEEE.

. ; . i - For March Bulletin
brightly colored ceramic relief mural depicting classic literature on the wall Of_Assemny& Mail Manager Lou Maenz

the childrends patio of the Wil sonvV iakemb§ Tednbdéh Baldfn, LAREeD T a1 y
Following the formal presentation there will be sgifided tours of the Beckley, John & Lenore McManigal,

l odgeds other works of art and hist @fR&BaPFEPEs  wi t h

available to discuss their works and members available to discuss the historic Editorial Team
photographs. Writing & Editorial Staff- Ethel Weltman,

i . . - . . Bea Fontana, Ken Frazer, John Jacobsen,
In addition to being a social event for all Obsidians, this will be a wonderful  joanne Ledet, Beth Roy

opportunity for club members to greet public visitors, describe our organizacopy Editors Ethel Weltman & Beth Roy:
tiondbs many activities and for tr i pGrabhesaDdsgnmr&®esktopoPublishing n u
members) for upcoming hikes. Stewart Hoeg & John Jacobsen

Light refreshments will be available.
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SUMMER ADVENTURES

By Brian Hamilton and Joanne Ledet
A VARIETY OF EXCITING TRIPS ARE PLANNED for this summer. Thanks

to many volunteers who are willing to lead, the schedule currently in{:
cludes over 100 trips that will appeal to all interests and abilities. Whilg
most are hikes, which range from easy to difficult, there are also biking tripg:
canoe/kayaking trips, backpacking trips and a birding expedition.  For thog’
who want to express their inner artistic abilities, there will be an artists retreat § =
the coast, led by Scott Hovis. I

To make sure you dondt miss out off
sidian web site for any trips that might get added at the last minute, or check ti§,
Outdoor section of The Register Guard. Keep in mind you can always add a trf
during the summer when you find you have an opening in your schedule. J
email the trip you want to lead smmmertrips@obsidians.org

Join some great leaders, fellow Obsidian members and potential members
trips into our great outdoors. HRike familiar trails or venture into a new area
which just might become one of your favorite hikes!

See you on the trail!

Brian Hamilton, Summer Trips Co -Chair

FTER JOINING THE OBSIDIANS IN 2004 Brian immediately became involved in club ac-

tivities. He started as many of us do by going on trips, but quickly progressed to leading
hikes and climbs. He has gone on a total of 69 trips, 25 of them being climbs. In 2009 he re
ceived his 10 peak award and also the 25 leader award. Brian has also been very involved in ti
workings of the club by serving on the summer trips and climb committees. He served as chai
of the lodge building committee, and provided his expertise as an architect in the planning of the
lodge remodel. He and his wife, Mary, attended their first summer camp in 2008, where Brian
4| continued to lead and hike the many trails of the Sawtooths. Only five years after joining the
| Obsidians, he became president of the club.

Scott Hovis, Summer Trips Co -Chair

COTT JOINED THE OBSIDIANS IN 1994and has since participated in 108 trips, leading 5§
hem. A very impressive trip to leader ratio! After retiring as an art teacher from Cq
Grove High School, Scott chaired the Obsidian Youth Committee and led several yout
Scott has been very involved in organizing youth outdoor activities and helping young |
experience and appreciate the great outdoors. He attended his first summer camp in 20
Sawtooths, and enjoyed it so much he at
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A Winterbés Venture into the Previously Lost From

Part 2 - Fresh Tracks

By Rich Maris, Willamette Pass Ski Patrol
Editordos note: HfAFresh Tr ac kTS

0
two part series. The first
in the March Bulletin.

¢ o Nelverarapd tows Pomap a f
bifgg, ahdhfieallyGaochair $ftein 0
— 1982 made alpine downhill ski-
~ ing of both the recreational and
competitive activity grow in
demand and provision of ser-
ovicest The prior aense sflbeing n g
alone in the wilderness became a
lost experience for most recrea-
- tionists, preserved only for the
. few who truly appreciated get-
& ting away from the din and bus-
tle of the crowds. Improve-

plume of exploding snow from a fast carved skiing turn; %
611 philosophically exp
winter outdoor recreation. Not the technical aspects of skiing (5;;4 i
resort areas but in the sense of an outing, a journey, the peri
in the middle to be enjoyed before the eventual destination
reached. In our case, the destination is always ahead. The
ture of our outings and places to be explored and preservis
may reside only in our memories. Try as we do to make it ze
impact, we leave our tracks in one sense or another; whether ments in cross country skis with
the ground or in recollections of the event to others; a decisici=== . waxless bases, smaller snow-
to share and possibly overload the locale or keep it a persorsioes, and clothing with better weather protection opened the
secret, further untouched and protected beyond the telling.  doors to the general public who demanded their right of access,
For a real reading treat, and a look back at the experience,‘(’i@emer they had the necessary experience or not; often to the
Ismay of search and rescue crews who were called out more

the sense of travel and outings, | recommErdape on Skis, ! X
by Brian Meredith, 1938. It can be downloaded for free a?nd more often. The shared experiences and mentorship pro-

http://www.archive.org/details/escapeonskisOOmereuUdftre- Vid?d by Obsidians to their members, anql the_n the members to
dith, a Canadian journalist and skiing traveler, provides hi eir friends became more and more limited in terms of num-

unique experiences in ski ventures in Alberta, Canada in t TS of people venturing onto the slopes and into th(_e moun-
first half, and Switzerland in the second. The book is filled®"S: The early Obsidian Search and Rescue Committee was

with sixty-two evocative photographs of the ski camps and skidided by Eugene Mountain Rescue and later Search and Rescue

ing in the late 1930s, before the war. Langlaufing, ski travelin§Plorer Post 178.
with a 50 pound pack on your back, guessing which wax to use WHILE DEDICATED OUTDOOR RECREATIONISTS have al-
in your cross country venture into a remote ski camp or Swissays paid strict attention to their equipment and its condition,
resort in an environment now long lost is the style of writingthe emerging trend to new and improved equipment and acces-
No modern ugifts therein, and only the unique funiculars sories provided a sense of false security to many recreationists
found at Swiss resorts to transport you up for your downwho knew too little of the function, practiced too seldom for
sliding. Mainly skin up and stride forth across pass after pagsoficiency, and perhaps were led astray with-gvesent sales
from one ski shelter to the next. promotions without the foundation of outdoor training and pro-
ficiency in recognizing the limitations of each item. In my per-
(ﬁpective, many of us may have become gear and gadget ori-
ted, while losing our personal touch with nature and the out-
00rs.

I OLLOWING MY CLOSING LAST MONTH in an imagined

Now, BACK TO MY MISSION: the Obsidians and skiing
around this part of the state in the sixties and later. The Obsi
ans, opting out of sponsoring ski racing, were the strong fact
and support in the formation of TRass Ski Club for sanc-
tioned ski races and development of ski racers. | believe that This has been a valuable activity for me to look back, recall-
the TriPass name must relate to the Santiam, McKenzie, aridg the early days when we were more dependent upon our
Willamette passes where skiing was given life and breath fawareness of nature and how we have to work respectfully with
future development. it; setting the newest equipment aside for a bit or putting it into

With the stymied and slow improvements of lifts at Wil- perspective of how, decades ago, dedicated outdoor enthusiasts

lamette Pass, cross country ski races were a regular offerirg?fcqmp"Shed Some amazmg achievements with very simple
with courses laid out by Obsidians Borg (Bud) Nasholm! ovisions compared with what we take for granted as neces-

George Korn, Jack Meissner, and the Swedish racer Nils Nopa'Y today. Thank you for permitting me to regain this perspec-
’ ’ ive, and access times and people previously lost from memory.

man. These competitions were open to all classes and inclu e . . .
a National Cros€ountry Championship at Willamette Pass in. ope that you can gain similar satisfactions anq new realiza-
tions as you think back and recall former Obsidians and out-

February, 1955 with both rhile and 18mile courses that went ; .
around Waldo Lake. As lift systems were upgraded, these crog,gor enthusiasts. Can we parallel what they accomplished per-

country events slowly passed away like melting snow. The siePnally and in building the organization? Why not?
ties brought larger crowds, faster lifts, and more dsliding. ASki Heil o
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75N, Conservation Corner:
@ Trail Fees, Camping Fees -
‘“@i‘s Should We Pay More? Should We Pay At All?

By Pat Bitner, SciEd/Conservation Cechair

hose who feel that the portion of the populace who usamenities in our National Parks. Their campaigns to offer

he campgrounds, trails and other facilities in publicmor e and more dO6dshopping oppo
lands should pay a share of their upkeep, and those who feel high cost lodging and eateries to the Parks are ongoing. The
are already paying taxes for what should be a universal right tifficial attitude seems to have beerprivatize everything,
enjoy our national and state parks and national forestlands including managing our most precious natural heritage.

The US Forest Serviceos r e KepnRetererazioohgsacriticized thecfaderal foress teaid u
currently enjoyed by senior and disabled campers from 509ees program and says it should be repealed. He contrasts the
to 10% generated heat from all sides. At the behest of tHee required for the privilege of hiking on a forest trail with
private concession companies, which operate 82% of the rthe free ride mining companies are still allowed under the
servable campsites in 4,731 campgrounds nationwide, tH872 Mining Act. A Canadian company operating a gold
Forest Service announced its intention to cut the larger dignining operation in Nevada expects to remove about $10
count to 10% at privately managed campgrounds in nationahillion of gold from the site. They paid $9,765 for this
forests while keeping the 50% discount in government opergolden giveaway.
ated campgrounds, effective in 2011. Apparently, opposition Citizens are paying to enjoy our public beaches and Na-
led by the Idaho congressional delegation is responsible fgional Forests. These fees are supposed to be returned where
the the scrapping of this increase. Forest Service Chief TofRey were collected for needed improvements. We all know,
Tidwell, in a press release reversing his former position, saigmprovements are badly needed. DeFazio says that so far
AParticularly in these dif f530808fket colRdied Byahe Fofest Bervibévient to tollectibns
portant to maintain affordable access to our national forestosts. These extremely unpopular fees will probably continue
and grasslands, giving people easy ways to recreate and findo ext ract very, very high c
respite i n t hSaltlLgke Eribune3/boIP01d)o ofge Spfogram(violates the principle that our national forests

WERE YOU AWARE THAT the friendly forest ranger we all belong to the people of this nation and should be accessible to
knew no longer works at your favorite National Forest campthem. It is also fueling a deep resentment of our land manage-
ground? More than four out of five reservable spots are pime nt agenci es and of Congres
vately managed, per ti@regonian 12/03/2009. News to me, Peter DeFazio)

STRONG DIFFERENCES HAVE LONG EXISTED between but | think we all know that concessionaires operate the

Wheredos t he

by Mari Baldwin and Pat Esch

HOW DO YOU GET FROM ONE END to the other on
he new twemile extension of the East Ridgeline
rail? After two months of weekly forays onto the new

purchase, we succeeded in making our way from the westert L} A0
Mt. Baldy end to the eastern, LCC end, while staying on city| e g
land. We followed mysterious flagging, deer paths, old log- &
ging roads, machine crunched trails and service roads in o}
quest. A trail there is not. Not yet.

This eastern extension purchased from the Arlie Compan S
by the City of Eugene in 2008 will add two plus miles of &
trails to the present 12 miles, and 200 acres to the over 1008
already in the Ridgeline system. The city has a draft Master i o i
Plan with goals for trails, recreation, maintenance, managd® change this to a pleasant hiking experience.
ment and access. At pr es e n tEditorfs NotedFormgreioforreadian omtheyEasivRidgelise s t
on the city owned part (the rest is private or utility easement§)r a i | , refer to the June 20
is difficult without a map. The future trails are incompleteRi dgel i ne Trail o by John Ja
with fields of blackberries or poison oak in between. How+ative to the East Ridgeline Task Tedormed to provide
ever, the Eugene Parks and Open Space is out there workipgut for the master plan.

'Phwoto by John Jcobsen
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BOARD NOTES

April 7, 2010 $11 collected. H.J. Andrews experimen- affecting membership is the number and
By Kathy Hoeg, Secretary tal old growth forest trip had 7 members type of activities we offer. The commit-
President Jim Pierce called meeting to and $7 was collected. tee also believes that another strong in- _
order. Board: Lana Lindstrom, Wayne Publication (Joanne Ledet): Ethel fluence on membershi
Deeter, Stewart Hoeg, Verna Kocken, eltman and Ken Frazer have joined the awareness that we are not just a group of
Larry Huff, Elle Weaver, Lyn Gilman Committee. The committee thanks Jeanolder folks who hike, but that we offer a

Garrick, Kathy Hoeg. Also present: Barb Coberly for her years of service. wide variety of activities._The BoardAap-
Revere, Lenore McManigal, Pat Bitner, Entertainment (Laurie Funkhouser): proved committeeods r ¢
Jim Duncan, Laurie Funkhouser, Brian Rick Ahrens' Cuba presentation drew 69 Fire Risk Assessment John Jacobsen
Hamilton, Matt Bell, John Jacobsen, Paul attendees with $65 collected. The ampli-b el i eves it i s not i
Flashenberg, Joella Ewing, Barb Bruns, fier did not function at the March pot- contact the state about their program.

Doug Nelson. luck. Cost to repair was $67. NEW BUSINESS

Treasur er &®ewaR ¢ipeg ret Membership (Barb Revere): Member- ) 40 |nsyrance  Barb Bruns reported
viewed the Budget Report and the Bal- Ship April - 436 active, 25 associate, 3 o jhgyrance policy has been renewed.
ance Sheet. The Board approved bills. ~ honorary, 8 junior, 18 life total 490. There was a discussion about whether to

COMMITTEE REPORTS Concessions  (Lyn GilmarGarrick):  continue the nomwnedauto insurance
Summer Trips (Scott Hovis & Brian The Committee sold $114 in merchand|§erider_ It is optional coverage. This year,
Hamilton): 4 trips completed. 81 trips on 2t the March potluck. They met on April the insurance company has asked us to
the schedule as of April 1. Committee 5th to discuss inventory, ordering, note provide information about a few club
meeting April 5 to discuss strategies for cards, and future potlucks and programs. mempers as a sample of our drivers. The
soliciting more leaders and trips. Online (Wayne Deeter): Not all com-  Board approved continuing the rider and
Winter Trips (Paul Flashenberg): Last ~Mtees are getting information to the providing information about the 6 mem-
month there were 15 trips completed: 10 OMine Committee in a timely manner. hers who have volunteered to be named.
hikes, 3 xcountry ski, 2 snowshoe. Par- O"ine signup design work is steadily nominating Committee: Board selected
ticipants were 101: members 83, non 18, Progressing. The committee is Work_lng Barb Revere, Laurie Funkhouser, Jan
Season totals: 50 trips: 27 hikes, 10 x " trip templates for the new scheduling/ ;5copsen, Jim Pierce and Jim Duncan,.
country ski, 12 snowshoe and 1 snow- signup S.yStem.' The commlttge s solicit- Finance Committee Allocations The
shoe/xcountry ski. Season totals for par- N9 Nelp in writing these descriptions. committee proposed allocation of 2009
ticipants 349: 279 members, 70 non. Finance (Stewart Hoeg): The Finance  gquity fund dividends of $405.25 to the
Climbs (Larry Huff): Sue Sullivan is Committee met in March to schedule gngowment Fund; allocation of 2009
climb school coordinator this year and annual audits, discuss recommendationsterest income of $2,126.91 to the Capi-
confirms 21 students. Wayne Deeter hasfo" allocating 2009 investment income, ta)/Contingency Fund and  investing
been coordinating the climb schedule and2"d réview financial investments. $10,000 in a CD not to exceed 18
we expect to have the schedule posted-Odg_e BUIIdlng (DOUg Nelson): The months. The Board approved these rec-
online to coincide with the posting of the Wall in the storage/broom closet has beengmmendations.

ObsidianBulletinthis month. repaired. Doug would like to remind eve- Input on Ribbon Trail : The Board ap-
Trail Maintenance (Matt Bell): Statis- YO"'® who uses the Iodgle ;[O behsure ©proved the, IettFrthitten b¥1Jim Pierce to
tics March-- Participants: 1% 7 mem- turn AL L wa eat Qe I§jt‘)rklﬂn%. °c when you
bers, 4 non. Volunteer Hours: 33. Year leave the building. Entry Improvements: Approved
to-date -- Outings on Spencer Butte: 3; Lodge Grounds (John Jacobsen):New = 1h4s Committees proposal for a capi-
Participants: 34 total; 17 members; 17 committee member: Chris Shuraleff. The ;"o oot “ysing a maximum of $1,370
non; Unique Participants: 25 total; 11 Sommittee had several work parties dur-g Capital & Contingency Fund, to
members; 14 non; Total Hours: 125. Ing the last mo_nth. Took down two dead purchase a new entrance sign, rewire and
Extended Trips (Jim Duncan): Met on firs, two.other firs a_nd a small oak in our install sign lighting, purchase basalt rock
March 17 to discuss the schedule for theoak hab|t_at re.storatlon .effort.. . for landscaping, and rent equipment.
year and other issues. The committeeSafety (Jim Pierce): First aid kits are Repairs to the Concrete Floor Ap-
agreed that signps for extended trips quatgd. The committee 1S plaqn|ng aproved Lodge Committees proposal for a
will not be accepted until the trip descrip- firSt aid class for late Spring and is reor- capital project, using a maximum of $500
tion has been published in the-fme ~ 92Nizing the Safety Manual. from the Capital & Contingency Fund, to
Bulletin. Thanks to Beth Kodama, as- OLD BUSINESS repair the concrete floor of the Lodge
sisted by Sharon Duncan, for leading aSafety Deposit Box Stewart Hoeg listed Women-Only Trips: Lana Lindstrom
very successful outing to Crater Lake. 23 the contents of the box. Board approvedasked if it was permissible to schedule
members and 4 nonmembers. motion to store in the Lodge safe. womenonly trips. Several people said
Conservation, Science & Education Membership Ad Hoc Committee Lana that it had been done in the past. There
(Pat Bitner & Joella Ewing): 11 mem-  Lindstrom reported. The committee con- was also agreement that reemly trips
bers attended the March ExploraTalk. cluded that the most important factor would be fine.
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To the Top of Yosemitebod

Story and Photo by Ken Frazer

tional Par kds signat ur etordveaya stunnikgeprofderoiHaliwiorheland ghe suldidonee a -

son. You start on the famed John Muir Trail, hike  The suhdome looked too steep for a trail until we got
through scenic High Sierra backcountry including past two ofjoser and saw the series of switchbacks. We found portions
Yosemitebos picturesque wategnrfalhlesy rand Hhpiesl hdliheed

of the Parkos most recogni zigh Sevdliéhad a Qmbinktib ofctord, but hiking ug 2

I I ALF DOME (16.4 MILES, 4 8i® Voéemite Na- the forest for about a mile and a half where the trees thinned

feet aided by a set of cables. the subdome was the first time we felt taxed. Once on top of
For a decade, | had been vowing to hike to the summihe subdome, we got our first good look at the cables going
of Half Dome Onext year 6. uptiesideofddafDamecool cri sp mor ni |

September 2009, my wife
Mary and | found ourselves g
the Happy Isles trailhead
4:50 am.

We were alone as we mag
our way up the John Muir Trail
The first part of this trail up tg
popular viewpoints of the wate
falls is paved, but steep. Aftg
0.9 miles, we reached a junctid
where hikers going to Hal
Dome can take the Mist Tra
(1.6 miles) or continue on th
John Muir Trail (2.7 miles) to
where they converge near N{ ¢
vada Fall s 15
decided to take the Mist Trail.

Up we went, climbing seem
ingly endless rock stairs as if of
a giant Stairmaster. As we aff
proached Vernal Falls, we coul

We brought gloves with
rubberized palms to get a better
grip on the cables as we made
| our way up. We were climbing
at an angle of 45 degrees, but it
might as well have been 60.
, : - ~ | The surface of the rock was so

V. S > =2 8 slick from the thousands of
o . ¥ 3 : 0 a8 ~| people going up every year that

e Fh# | our feet provided little traction.

.| We quickly found that going up
= Jthe cables wasno
ing or climbing as it was haul-
ing ourselves up with our arms
and using our legs to stabilize
ourselves once we got to the
wooden planks spanning the
M posts that held the cables.

WE GOT TO THE TOP OF

| THE cABLES and walked the

| remaining gentle slope unaided

| to the summit. It was 9:20 am.

| We congratulated each other

| and ate an early lunch. After

lunch we got as close to the

edge of the face as we dared

»| and had our picture taken by a
DAWN WAS BREAKING aswe | I | couple from Minnesota. We

approached Nevada Falls and a spent the next hour exploring

large black object appeared around a bend in the trail upe expansive top of Half Dome and taking pictures in all

ahead. It was a black bear walking straight towards udirections. The views were incredible . . . why had | put this

There were no good options to avoid each other on this naoff for so long?

row section of the trail and the bear kept slowly walking to- | vou wanT To GoO:

wards us. By this time, | had my bear spray out withthe ponat wait as | on g as we di

locking mechanism disengaged. When the bear was about 8@yyjice is instituting a permit system for Fridays, Saturdays,
feet from us, he scrambled down a steep bank and disagyngays, and federal holidays. The Park will issue 400 per-
peared. mits per day (300 for day hikers, 100 issued with wilderness
We left the steep Mist Trail behind and rejoined the Johmpermits). Unless you have a permit, you will not be allowed
Muir Trail above Nevada Falls. We were enjoying the levepast the base of the subdome. In addition, the National Park
hiking along the tranquil Merced River as well as the view ofService is conducting an environmental assessment and creat-
the back side of Half Dome in the morning light. Two and dng a longterm plan for the Half Dome cables to be imple-
half miles after rejoining the John Muir Tralil, we left it again mented in 2012. For more informatidmttp://www.nps.gov/
to take the Half Dome Trail. We climbed steadily throughyose/planyourvisit/hdpermits.htm
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it was still too dark to see th
317 foot waterfall we would
view on our return that afterf[
noon.
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES

gry baby. Our morning ended with a walk through Hay's Tree
[ , Garden where several trees were in bloom. My thanks to the
. great group of Obsidians who accompanied me: Myron Cook,
H | keS Walt Dolliver, Bob Jones, Marshall Kandell, Sandra Larsen, Vir-
- ginia Prouty, Ken Rivernider, Ginny Reich and Suzanne Steussy.

Trestle Creek Falls
March 9, 2010
Leader & Photo: Jim Pierce

Kalapuya Talking Stones 4 miles, 1,000 ft. (Moderate)

February 28, 2010
Leaders: Rick Ahrens & Janet Jacobsen
4 miles, 0O ft. (Easy)

UR THREE-HOUR WALK in the Whilamut Natural Areaf

Alton Baker Park with Rick Ahrens and David Sonnichsen
opened our minds to the historical connections of the Talking
Stones with the Kalapuya Indians. Interspersed with the storig¢s
about the Kalapuya Indians, Rick identified birds, plants and
much more. David, chair of the Government Relationship Sub
committee of Citizens Planning Committee for the Whilamut
Natural area, told how the stones and names were select¢d.
There are fifteen talking stones placed at significant landscapgs
in the Whilamut Natural Area. We discovered the three new
stones installed last October:CAMAFEEMA ferns on the
ground, DUUCU-BA: powerful place,HAL-BA: downstream.
David also showed us the Talking Stor@UDU-KUT: frog]
standing in the city maintenance yard waiting to be placed by [a
pond near the Knickerbocker Bridge after tHe Bridge project
is completed. Our thanks to Rick and David whose fountain df
knowledge shaped our walk into the past. Members: Ric
Ahrens, Andrew Britis, Walt Dolliver, Julie Dorland, Pat Esch,
Janet Jacobsen, Colleen Milliman, Greg Milliman, Margare
Prentice, Virginia Prouty, Sally Quigley and Ken Rivernider.
Nonmembers: Jackie Chama, David Sonnichsen, Jan Wullin
Glenda Yates and Darlene York.

%HE FORECAST WAS FOR 100% CHANCE OF RAIN. We wore

rain gear, so it didn't rain; a little snow fell, but not much. The
trail was muddy, but we had boots! The Falls were awesome, the
forest, mosses and ferns lush, and the sun even sparkled as we
ate lunch by the tranquilizing Brice Creek. Hikers were non-
member Karen Wildish (first outing), members Joella Ewing,
Tom Musselwhite and leader Jim Pierce.

Alton Baker Park/Pre's Trail
March 6, 2010

Leader: Margaret Prentice

4 miles, 0 ft. (Easy)

THE PARKING LOT AT ALTON BAKER was swarming with peo-

ple and finding a parking spot was a challenge especially whes; ; ; ;

the participants for the Fanconia Run gathered and blocked t?ﬂ??ﬁghelllznez(;%a” (via Bus #73)
entrance. Fortunately, with Walt's assistance, everyone found trll_%ad er: J,an et Jacobsen

gathering point and at 9:10 we left the congestion behind an,éj5 milés 600 ft. (Easy)

were on our way along Pre's Trail. The sun was out and we werée ' '

blessed with glorious weather. There were many signs of aiEAVY RAIN DID NOT STOP THE FOUR OF Us from taking Bus

early spring: blossoms, green leaves, bird sounds. Fresh from tHé3 to 46th and Willamette where we walked uphill .8 mile to
previous Sunday's walk some of us shared information on tiBe 52nd Ridgeline trailhead. From there we followed the Ridge-
Kalapuya Talking Stones that we passed. We digressed froline Trail to Fox Hollow and down the muddy Amazon Headwa-
Pre's Trail, just beyond the pond, to the bike path so we coul@rs Trail. We were right on time for bus #25 but we opted to
enjoy the river before returning to Pre's Trail and walking alongvalk on the Amazon chip trail to Hideaway Bakery for lunch.

the canal. By the time we reached the heron rookery just beyoridie challenge on our hike was trying not to step on the hundreds
the children's museum, we'd seen an osprey, cormorants, madfyearthworms crossing the trail. At first, Janet Hall picked up
geese of course, ducks, a hummingbird and vultures. The higie worms and carried them across for safety. She told us that
light however was looking up at the rookery where all four nests he was f ol l owing in Albert E|
were occupied and being able to watch one heron feeding a huiho also ferried earthworms. She shared interesting earthworm
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