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 Dates to Remember  
 

July 28 Trail Maintenance 

Aug 25 Trail Maintenance 

Sept 1 Board Meeting 

Sept 16 ExploraTalk - Steens Mtns 

Sept 24  Potluck - Obsidian History 

 
 

Complete current schedules at: 

www.obsidians.org or 

Register-Guard ï Outdoors ï Tuesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Schedule  

 

No Potlucks or SciEd 
in July and August.  

No Board Meeting or Bulletin 
in August.  

 

Back to a normal schedule 
In September. 
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Going Underground  

By William Sullivan 

THE OREGON CAVES, the stateôs first and tiniest National Monument, celebrates its 
101st anniversary this year. If you havenôt been to this quirky Southern Oregon get-

away recently, nowôs your chance. 

Iôm particularly interested in the caves this year because the Oregon Caves Natu-
ral History Association recently commissioned me to write a guidebook to the area. 

But Iôve also been told that my grandfather, Austin B. Brownell of Grants Pass, was 

the electrician who installed wiring there in the 1930s. 

Family legend says Grandpa was one of the Oregon Cavemen, a strange booster 
group that dressed in animal skins, carried clubs, and abducted visiting celebrities 

under the direction of a mysterious Chief Bighorn. 

You may laugh, but the Cavemen managed to induct four U.S. presidents as mem-

(Continued on page 5) 

Paradise Lost Formation  -  Photo courtesy of the National Park Service 

http://www.obsidians.org/
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Meet the Committee Chairs: 

Liz Reanier, Byways -By -Bus Chair  

L  
IZ  REANIER  HAS THE DISTINCTION  of be-

ing a true native Oregonian.  Though born 
in Portland, she has lived in Eugene since a very 
young age.  Liz did not join the Obsidians until 

1994 due to the demands of a teaching career and 
family commitments.  She taught math and com-
puter science, and was coach of the ski team 

while at South Eugene High School, but finished 

her teaching career at Churchill High in 1993. 

 After being introduced to the Obsidians by 
Frances Newsom, she served on the Safety and 
Budget Committees, although she has volun-

teered most of her time with the Byways-By-Bus  
Committee.  She assisted Bill Eaton and Ray Jen-
sen in the planning of trips, and assumed the 

chair in early 2005.  That job entails the planning and making of reservations for the 
approximately 10 trips the bus committee takes each year.  Even after all the organ-

izational work, Liz has been able to participate in and enjoy taking over 165 trips, 

having led 70 herself.  While the trips are educational and entertaining, the greatest 

reward has been the friendships made. 
 

John Jacobsen, Lodge Grounds Chair  

I  
F AWARDS WERE GIVEN  for most hours 
volunteered to the club, that award would 

surely go to John Jacobsen.  His contribu-

tions are almost too numerous to list, but a 
few highlights would include: Club President 
on three separate occasions, Summer Camp 
Chair several times, served on almost every 

Obsidian committee ï chairing many of those 
committees, one of the layout editors for the 
Bulletin, and now chair of the Lodge 

Grounds Committee.  John and his crew have 
been responsible for not only maintaining the 
neat appearance of the lodge grounds, but 

installing the Obsidian sign at the entrance to 
the grounds and shepherding the installation 

of the retaining wall mural. 

 When John does not have a rake or saw in his hand, he has found time to go on 
over 200 hikes, 30 of those trips being climbs.  Using his skills as a computer con-

sultant, John and Wayne Deeter have been working on the program to initiate 
online trip sign up.  When not volunteering for the Obsidians, he and his wife Janet, 
also a dedicated Obsidian volunteer, love to travel the world, especially to some of 

the more remote parts. 

Changes, Changes, Changes  

Please notify Membership when changing your address, phone or email.  

Note: The Bulletin addressed to an old address is not forwarded to your new 
address. 

Send all changes to: 

 Membership Committee, PO Box 51424, Eugene, OR 97405 
or membership@obsidians.org 

http://www.obsidians.org/
mailto:bulletin@obsidians.org
mailto:membership@obsidians.org
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R 
OBERT G. óBOBô DARK  OF EUGENE died June 16 of 

age-related causes. He was 83. No service is planned.  
He was born October 19, 1926 in Edmond, Oklahoma and 
married Anita Kinnear in Coos Bay.  She died in 1976.  He 

married Patricia Morin on March 17, 1979, in Eugene.  Bob 
served in the Navy from 1942 to 1945.  He attended Central 
Missouri State Teachers College, Oklahoma State University 
and the University of Oregon.  He received his Doctor of 

Dental Medicine degree from Oregon Health Sciences Uni-
versity in 1960 and worked as a dentist for more than 30 
years.  Survivors include his wife, a son Charles of Eugene, a 

daughter Delyn Dunham of Eugene, and 3 grandchildren.   

 Bob was one of the three living Obsidian Honorary Mem-

bers.  He joined the club in 1961, served on the Board several 
times and was President of the club in 1964.  He also served 
as Climbs Chair, Lodge Chair, Grounds Chair and Summer 

Camp Chair (and probably others).  He led 18 climbs and 18 
hikes for the Obsidians and participated in 120 trips/
climbs.  He was involved for many years in the scouting, 

equipment maintenance and set-up for Obsidian summer 
camps.  Bob, a great organizer, started making plans months 
ahead.  We never saw him with a checklist - it was all in his 

head.  Over the years, Bob had three Ford vans and one 
Dodge van. He and Pat didnôt hesitate to fill the van with Ob-
sidians and head out of town for raft trips, climbs, hikes, and 

extended trips.  Memorable trips included a 1978 Mt. Rainier 
hike, a 1982 John Day River raft trip, a 1990 Rogue River/
Paradise Lodge hike (47 people were on this trip), a 1990 Mt. 
Bachelor/Sunriver ski trip, a 1993 Hart Mountain Antelope 

Refuge hike/camp trip and a 1996 Hotel Diamond-Steens 
Mountain outing.   Those who signed up for his trips have 
many stories to share and they all begin with: ñRemember 

when Bob led . . . ò or, ñRemember when Bob took his van 
to . . . ò  He volunteered untold hours and went the extra mile 

to share his love of the Obsidians and the out of doors. 

 Bob and Bud Proctor co-led a climb of Mt. Washington in 
June of 1977.  A few lines from Budôs trip report convey his 

generosity and skills.  ñTwelve climbers loaded into Bobôs 12
-passenger van while all packs trailed behind in his utility 
trailer . . .   Bobôs climbing and belaying talents became evi-

dent as he climbed the chute and then belayed the rest of the 
group up to the rappel point . . .   At timberline on the way 
down more of Bobôs talents became evident. With his inter-

nal radar turned on, Bob zeroed in on the return trail and led 

us back through the trees directly to camp.ò 

 Bob wrote in one of his reports,  ñI want to thank all the 
people who went on the trip for being so congenial and mak-
ing this such a fun outing. Youôre easy to be with so letôs do 

it again.ò 

- Janet Jacobsen 
 

 

Summer Camp Memories  

MY BEST MEMORIES  OF BOB as a leader extraordinaire are 

from the many years my wife and I joined him and his wife 
Pat on the setup crew for summer camp. Bob worked for 
months fixing this and that to make sure that summer camp 

was a smooth operation.  With many vehicles in the set up 
caravan each driver had a CB-radio so that Bob could give a 
heads up on what was at the top of the hill or around the next 

corner.  He kept everyone well entertained while those of us 
in the back followed pulling the various trailers before the 
advent of the yellow beast (the Penske).  As soon as we rolled 
into camp, Bob began to unload and explain what had to be 

done.  Bob would be the first one up each morning, starting 
the fire so that we would have hot water for our coffee 
(instant back then). During the week of camp, while others 

were out hiking and exploring, Bob worked quietly behind 
the scenes making water runs, hauling garbage, fixing what 
needed fixing and making sure we were safe.  If hikers 

needed to be dropped off at a trailhead for a one-way hike, 
Bob took them in his van. He chaired the 1989 summer camp 
at Rattlesnake Flats in the North Cascades. The Forest Ser-

vice assured him that the name of the area had no signifi-
cance. Was Bob surprised to discover just the opposite!  
Empty #10 cans were in great demand to avoid having to step 

out of the tent in the middle of the night. 

Bob taught me most everything I learned and probably a 

lot that Iôve forgotten about summer camp, the Lodge, the 
Lodge grounds and the history of the Obsidians.  He also 
showed me a knot that I use all the time ï I donôt know if it 

has a proper name, I just call it the Bob knot. 

 -  John Jacobsen 

O B I T U A R Y  

Bob Dark  

1926 - 2010  
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BOARD NOTES  

July 7, 2010 

By Kathy Hoeg, Secretary 

President Jim Pierce called the meeting 

to order.  Other Board members present:  

Lana Lindstrom, Wayne Deeter, Stewart 
Hoeg, Verna Kocken, Larry Huff, Elle 

Weaver, Lyn Gilman-Garrick, and Kathy 

Hoeg. Also present were: Barb Revere, 

Lenore McManigal, Pat Bitner, Jim Dun-

can, Laurie Funkhouser, Brian Hamilton, 

Matthew Bell, Joanne Ledet, John 

Jacobsen, Scott Hovis, and Doug Nelson. 

Treasurerôs Report: Stewart Hoeg re-

viewed the financials.  The Board ap-

proved payment of the bills. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Summer Trips (Scott Hovis and Brian 

Hamilton):  Summer trips collected 

$134.00 from members and $147.00 from 

non-members for a total of $281.00. 

Winter Trips (Tom Musselwhite):  
Chair will be contacting committee mem-

bers over the course of the summer. 

Climbs (Larry Huff):   Two climbs in 

June. Fees $66.00, 7 members and 3 non. 

Larry gave a presentation about the ac-

tivities of the Climbs Committee. He told 

how climbing had been part of the origin 
of the Obsidians, the committeeôs bylaws 

and tasks, the requirements for being a 

climbs leader and other committee items. 

Trail Maintenance (Matthew Bell):  
Two outings in June.  Upcoming Trail 

Maintenance outing July 28th will begin 

to cleanup the cobbled sections of the 

West Spencer Butte Trail.  National For-
est and Wilderness Area Trail Mainte-

nance: To select a trail to adopt in the 

National Forests. An inventory of Obsidi-

ans hand tools that could be used for trail 

maintenance outings has been completed.  

Month Statistics -- Outings on Spencer 

Butte: 2 (6/5 Nat. Trails Day & 6/30);  
Total Participants: 25; 15 members; 10 

non-members.   

By-Ways-By-Bus (Liz Reanier): On 

June 22 a group went to Salemôs River-

front Park. Obsidian bus trips that remain 

are still open. Interested persons should 

contact trip registrars as soon as possible. 

Conservation, Science, & Education 

(Pat Bitner & Joella Ewing):  Lana 

Lindstromôs Costa Rica slide show drew 

44 viewers and $42. Tom Musselwhite 

led four members on a conservation hike 

along Cayuse Creek and collected $4.  

Publication (Joanne Ledet): Thanks to 

Jean Coberly for her help on the June 

Bulletin. No Bulletin in August. 

Entertainment (Laurie Funkhouser):  
The June 25th presentation by Devon 

Comstock of ONDA was attended by 35 

individuals with receipts of $35.00! July 

and August there will be no presenta-

tions. Rick Ahrens will be presenting in 

September! 

Membership (Barb Revere):  There are 

currently 494 members: 441 Active, 25 

Associate, 2 Honorary, 8 Junior, 18 Life. 

No new applications to present for ap-

proval this month. 

Publicity (Elle Weaver):  National 

Trails Day was June 5th. This year three 

of our hikes were posted on their national 

website. Thanks to Lyn Gilman-Garrick 
and Chris Stockdale for traveling to Oak-

ridge and manning an info table at the 

National Trails Day event sponsored by 

The Greater Oakridge Area Trail Stew-

ards. On June 30th, Sue Sullivanôs camp 

CD was shown to a group of residents at 

a local retirement facility. The residents 

enjoyed seeing the photos of Obsidians 

camping and hiking. Concessions kindly 

donated a visor and a cap to be given to 

the residents. 

Concessions (Lyn Gilman-Garrick):   
The Concessions Committee was rela-

tively quiet in June. Sharon is attending 

the extended trip to Sequim and will take 

a few select items to sell. 

Library/Historian (Lenore McMani-

gal): As of Monday night all reports have 

been posted to the activity sheets. 

Lodge Grounds (John Jacobsen):  Fir 

Removal/Oak Restoration Project - 

Thanks to Pat Adams, we got a couple 

more firs down and bucked, and then 

thanks to Matt Bell for splitting and 

stacking the wood.  Work Party June 15 - 

Regular spruce-up before Sci/Ed night 

and potluck. Thanks to Darlene Mancuso, 
Effie Neth, and Pat Adams. Special 

thanks to Effie Neth who drops by the 

Lodge from time to time to work on 

blackberry whacking and brush cleanup. 

Bills turned in for reimbursement:  $21 

for gas and $12.99 for ant spray.  

Safety (Jim Pierce):  Scott Hovis had 

one of the Clubôs first-aid kits stolen 

from his car. He will reimburse the Club 

for its cost. The first aid class has been 

scheduled for three Mondays in Novem-

ber -- November 1, 8, and 15. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Jim Duncan reported that the attribution 

plaque for the Dallas Cole mural has 

been completed.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Matthew Bell, Jan Jacobsen, and John 
Jacobsen will attend a meeting on July 8 

to discuss EWEBôs planned installation 

of a pipeline near the Lodge. The City of 

Eugene and other interested groups may 

contribute to the building of a trail.  

Jim Pierce reminded the group that the 
Annual Meeting will be October 8. Items 

that will be voted on at the meeting need 

to be published in the September Bulle-

tin.  

Elle Weaver reported that she has applied 
for a booth at the Eugene Celebration, 

but hasnôt received a reply yet. The Cele-

bration is earlier this year: August 27 - 

29. The organizers are reconfiguring the 

booth area. Elle is seeking volunteers to 

take 2-hour shifts. 

Elle Weaver asked if there could be a 

continuously updated list of the clubôs 

membership in the Members Only sec-

tion of the web site. John Jacobsen vol-

unteered to create a list that will have the 

names of all members plus any email 

addresses or phone numbers. 

John Jacobsen asked if the Safety Com-

mittee would be clarifying whether inci-

dents are discussed at Board meetings 

and whether people get notified of inci-

dent reports. Jim Pierce said that the 

Safety Committee is revising and clean-

ing up the Safety Manual and will resolve 

these issues.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jan Jacobsen will be leading another set 

of Get-Acquainted Hikes on July 16 at 

10:00 and 5:30. Club members are en-

couraged to attend and bring guests.  

John Jacobsen announced that his 

nephew, David Morgan, has donated 

$120 worth of software to the Obsidian 

Publication Committee. The Board wrote 

and signed a thank-you note on one of 

the clubôs new picture note cards. 
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bers. A 30-foot caveman statue still hefts his club by the 

Grants Pass exit on Interstate 5. 

Iôll tell you whatôs new at the caves in a minute.  But first, 

you may well be wondering where to stay while youôre in this 
neck of the woods.   A variety of accommodations are avail-

able.  Two nearby campgrounds are open May through Sep-
tember:  Cave Creek Campground and Grayback Camp-
ground are each just a few miles from the caves.  The Oregon 

Cavesô grand old lodge, the 1934 Chateau, is a hotel that also 
features a 1930s coffee shop with a view of a waterfall.  For 
weirder digs, try the Treesort in nearby Takilma. Itôs a private 
forest with ten rentable treehouses.  Lodgings are connected 

by stairs, cable ziplines, and swinging footbridges as much as 

40 feet in the air. 

 NOW, ABOUT  THE CAVES. Theyôre cool. In fact, theyôre 42 
degrees Fahrenheit all year, so youôll need to bring warm 

clothes. You wonôt need flashlights, though, and youôre not 

allowed to bring backpacks.  

 The ranger-guided, 90-minute cave tour climbs 0.6 mile up 
staircases and through passageways. Along the way you pass 
marble caverns with stalactites, pillars, and other dripstone 

formations that you wonôt see in other Northwest caves. 

 If you havenôt been here for a while, youôll notice that the 

caves have a more natural look, thanks to a 14-year, $1.2-

million restoration effort. 

 Workers have removed a thousand tons of rubble left by ear-
lier construction projects. Bats have been allowed to return. 
Some of the stalactites broken off as souvenirs by early visitors 

have been repaired with epoxy and powdered marble. 

 Bright colored lights have been replaced by a subtler incan-

descent lighting system, lessening the algae growth that had 
started to turn the marble green. Paths of native quartz and cal-

cite have taken the place of black asphalt. 

 The tours now also showcase animal bones discovered dur-

ing the restoration project, including grizzly bear bones more 
than 50,000 years old. Other bones found in the cave belonged 

to black bears, a bobcat, bats, small rodents, and two jaguarsð

a mammal that has been extinct in Oregon for millennia. 

 FROM  THE CAVE EXIT , visitors return on their own on 

above-ground trails. The shortest route is a paved 0.3-mile 
path. If youôd like a longer hike, continue on a 3-mile loop to 
Big Tree, one of the largest Douglas firs in the world. Pets 

are banned on National Monument trails. 

 To drive there from Interstate 5 at Grants Pass, follow 

Highway 199 for 32 miles to Cave Junction. Then follow 
Oregon Caves pointers east on Highway 46 for 20 miles to a 
parking turnaround.  Walk the road ahead 0.2 mile to the gift 

shop, visitor center, and cave entrance. 

 Tours leave about every hour from 10 am to 4 pm. Tickets 

are sold only at the National Monument and only on a first-
come-first-served basis. Expect to pay $8.50 for adults and $6 

for children below age 17.  

 Children under six must be at least 42 inches tall to join the 

standard cave tours, although rangers are planning to offer 

some tours for families with kids. 

 Also under consideration are adventurous off-trail tours, 
where rangers take serious spelunkers into parts of the cave 
that are usually off limits. So far, more than three miles of 

passageways have been discovered. 

 Thereôs still plenty of room at Oregon Caves for adventure. 

Note: William L. Sullivanôs new book, ñTrails of Crater Lake 

National Park & Oregon Caves National Monumentò, de-
scribes the hikes, sights, geology, wildflowers, wildlife, and 
history of these two National Park Service destinations in 

Southern Oregon.  See a review below. 

Going Underground  

(Continued from page 1) 

Book Review:  

Bill Sullivanõs Latest 

By Janet Jacobsen 

 

 

TRAILS OF CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK & OREGON 
CAVES NATIONAL  MONUMENT, by William Sullivan, 
2010, has a balanced coverage of hiking trails, geology, 

history, wildflowers and wildlife of two spectacular 
places to visit in Oregon. For anyone considering a visit 
to Crater Lake, this is the book to purchase.  It has snip-

pets of information that are up to date, making sure that 
one avoids potential frustration in a National Park.  For 
example, Sullivan tells what you need to do to make sure 

that you get a ticket for the boat ride from Cleetwood 
Cove to Wizard Island.  Just plan to stay for more than a 

day. 
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES  

 

 
 

 

 
Fall Creek 
May 26, 2010 
Leader: Susanne Twight-Alexander 
6 miles, 200 ft. (Moderate) 
 

R 
OARING  CREEK , MUDDY  TRAIL , RAIN , SUN--it was a good 

trip. Iôd canceled once due to no signups and this time two 

of us set out for Fall Creek. It was raining but this spring you 

never know what might happen weatherwise. Fall Creek was as 

high as Iôve ever seen it, sometimes almost too loud to talk over. 

Wet ferns brushed against our legs, some almost waist high (we 
saw sword, lady, maidenhair, bracken and licorice ferns). Moss 

on the trees was thick and spongy. The trail has a lot of small 

hills so it was a good workout. There are many exposed roots to 

watch for and in some places the trail had crumpled a bit on the 

outside (saw horse hoofprints maybe from last fall). One bridge 

had a board missing and another looked as if it might collapse 

soon. Lots of muddy places, but it was a beautiful hike. Water 

droplets sparkled on the wood sorrel, even without sunshine. 

There were a few short periods of sun on the way out and more 

on the way back. Wrens sang from the hillsides. We saw a pair 

of mergansers trying to swim upstream against the strong cur-
rent. The burned-over area is coming back nicely with dogwood 

in flower, vine maples getting tall and of course lots of fireweed 

that will bloom a little later. No place for shelter for lunch so we 

settled on a semi-dry place under a yew tree. Saw only one other 

hiker and her wet, muddy dog. Thanks to member Charlie Van 

Deusen for being willing to brave the elements!  Members: Su-

sanne Twight-Alexander and Charlie Van Deusen. 

 

 
Mt. Pisgah Sunset/Moonrise 
May 27, 2010 
Leader: Joella Ewing 
3 miles, 1,000 ft. (Moderate) 
 

NEAR THE  END OF A RAINY  DAY , the rain stopped and the sky 

partially cleared to give us perfect hiking weather and a beautiful 

sunset. Unlike Amtrak, the sun set right on schedule, painting 

the sky in subtle hues at first that rapidly turned into bright or-

anges, reds, and purples. As the city lights began to appear, two 

Obsidian members and two prospective members turned our 

attention to the east for a moonrise that didnôt materialize 

through the heavy veil of remaining clouds. With the kind of 

weather weôve had this May, though, one out of two ainôt that 
bad.  Members: Joella Ewing and Tom Musselwhite.  Nonmem-

bers: Barb Albrecht and Love Opincar. 

Mount Baldy 
May 29, 2010 
Leader: Richard Sundt 
3 miles, 500 ft. (Easy) 
 

WITH  HIGH  CLOUDS BUT GOOD VISIBILITY  and no threat of 

rain, five hikers, starting around 9:15 am, trekked from Martin 

Street up the Headwaters of the Amazon trail. The path along the 
wooded ravine was in excellent condition despite the recent 

heavy downpours that affected the Eugene area in the previous 

week. All trees and bushes were fully in leaf and seemed to glow 

in their freshness despite the low, cloud-filtered light. After 

reaching Fox Hollow Road, we took the trail through Hult Park 

which was muddy in spots since this path is not covered with 

gravel. Upon reaching Dillard Road, we took to the shoulder and 

walked down for about ¼-mile to the Mt. Baldy parking lot. 

From there we wended our way up to the summit. There we took 

a break and had some light snacks. The views were excellent 

given the cloudy day. While Maryôs Peak was nowhere visible, 

pretty much everything else in front of it was. Looking east af-
forded a view of Mt. Pisgah and surrounding hills. Nearby peaks 

were visible as well, but not the Sisters. We then descended in 

the direction of Spring Boulevard, eventually reaching a spot in 

the lower segment of Dillard Road. On the way down we 

stopped for the one water feature in this area, the pond at the 

foot of Mt. Baldy (and facing Spencerôs Butte). The pond was at 

the highest level ever seen by the trip leader. From Dillard the 

group then hiked down the power-line cut to get back to the 

trailhead near Martin Street. By 12:15 the hike was over and this 

left us with a lot of time for other Saturday activities. Mt. Baldy 

was ascended by members Susan Sanazaro, Dick Hildreth, 
Ginny Reich, Clara Emlen, and Richard Sundt (leader). 
 

Clear Lake 
May 30, 2010 
Leader & Photo: Barb Revere 
5 miles, 200 ft. (Easy) 
 

 
 

THE LAST  FEW DAYS OF GOOD WEATHER  helped pull in a few 

additional hikers: we were a group of 12, six members and six 

nonmembers, one of whom has completed his application. The 

lake was glorious and the trail is dry (mostly), and in good shape 

despite the hoards of bicyclists that were riding around the lake 

Hikes 
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with us. If I say there were 35 to 40 cyclists, I am not exaggerat-

ing! They were polite and careful. About a dozen boats drifted 

on the lake, only a few with fishing poles. The bright overcast 

covered the mountain peaks, so the view was limited to the lake, 

but that was sufficient. We saw a handful of ducks and one pos-
sible osprey. A Stellerôs jay joined us for lunch at the Great 

Spring. Wildflowers were scarce, just a few tickseed monkey 

flowers in rocks along the trail. If the sun ever comes out to stay, 

spring is ready to come on fast. It was wonderful to see all the 

new faces and we hope to see each one again soon.  Members: 

Dan Bates, Lynda Christiansen, Walt Dolliver, Clara Emlen, 

Joella Ewing and Barb Revere. Nonmembers: Roberta Chord, 

Jhea-whan Hong, John Moser, Noy Rathakette, Barry Taub and 

Myungok Yoon. 

 

 

Oregon Dunes 
June 5, 2010 
Leader: Paul Flashenberg     Photo: Darko Sojak 
7.5 miles, 250 ft. (Moderate) 
 

 
 

WITH  A SMALL  PARTY  OF THREE  eager to enjoy some sunshine, 

we departed Eugene in the usual cloud cover. After driving 

through the tunnel on the way to the coast, the clouds disappeared 

and we were warmly and brightly greeted. The sun persevered 

throughout much of the day and the coast was comfortably warm.  

After leaving the dunes overlook, we descended to the beach, and 

then hiked several miles south, noting where the return loop left 

the beach. After an hourôs walk on the beach, we started back and 

then stopped briefly for lunch, as the wind had picked up. We 

then took the return loop through the dunes, briefly missing the 

posts that mark the way, and arrived back at our starting point 
having enjoyed a delightful day on the coast. Members Suzanne 

Steussy and Darko Sojak joined leader Paul Flashenberg on a dry 

sunny day. 

 

Lillian Falls/Goddard Nature Trail 
June 6, 2010 
Leader: Guy Strahon   Photo: Tom Musselwhite 
2.4 miles, 600 ft. (Easy) 
 

SEVEN HIKERS  SET OFF on what was advertised as an óeasyô 

hike. It turned out to be more than that. The first half-mile was 

the complicated part: Mother Nature had provided three large 
trees at irregular intervals across the trail. We all managed to get 

up and over, but not gracefully. We also encountered three 

streams which were swollen and difficult to cross. Everyone had 

a different solution, and there were soaked feet for several of us.  

Lillian Falls proved to be quite beautiful, thanks to the large 

volume of water. We stopped for pictures and a snack, then a 

light rain shower began as we returned to the cars. Our previous 

experience at ólog jumpingô and stream crossings made the trip 
faster.  We drove back one mile from Lillian Falls for the Joe 

Goddard nature trail. Here we were awed by several huge old 

growth trees in a forest grove set aside for future generations.  

Chuck Eyers told us about another ómust seeô further down the 

road a few miles. He led us on a trail to Salmon Creek Gorge 

and across a bridge to witness the river running at a very high 

level. Very beautiful - thanks Chuck.  We celebrated our safe 

return at A&W in Oakridge with late lunch/treats.  Members: 

Walt Dolliver, Chuck Eyers, Tom Musselwhite, Karla Rusow, 

Guy Strahon and Judith Terry; nonmember: Jim Woodard. 

 

 

Maryôs Peak 
June 8, 2010 
Leader: Dan Christensen 
8 miles, 2,000 ft. (Moderate) 
 

MARYôS PEAK , AT  JUST OVER 4,000 FEET, is the highest point 

in the Coast Range. There are at least three different trails that 

lead to the top. Since a paved road goes to within .5 mile of the 

summit, access is easy for those who are not seeking a more 
strenuous hike. This North Trail hike, however, requires a climb 

of four miles, with an elevation gain of 2,000 feet in order to 

reach the summit. I used to do this hike around the first of May, 

but the snow was typically substantial and the weather always 
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